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Our mission is to support the education, health, and welfare of each and every child at Somerset

Elementary School. As part of the Washington State PTA, we are a nonprofit membership

association bringing together the home, school, and community on behalf of our children.

PTSA / School Calendar - Important Dates and Events

Friday, Dec 10th - Last Day of Somerset Holiday Gift Drive
Friday, Dec 10th - In Person & Virtual Movie Night
Wednesday, Dec 15th - Somerset Winterfest 5-7pm
Thursday, Dec 16th - Staff Appreciation Cookie Blizzard 
Friday, Dec 17th - School Spirit Day/ Comfy Day
Friday, Dec 17th - Virtual Movie Night
Saturday, Dec 18th - Virtual Movie Night
Thursday, Dec 23rd - Virtual Movie Night
Monday to Monday, Dec 20th - Jan 3rd - Winter Break/ No School
Tuesday, Jan 4th - First Day of School for Year 2022
 
Common Links / Resources:
Somerset PTSA Website

Somerset PTSA Facebook Page

Somerset Elementary School Website

BSD COVID-19 Dashboard

PTSA  NEWS

Volunteers and Donation Items Needed for Somerset Winterfest

Somerset Winterfest Light up the Night is coming on Wednesday, December 15th 5-
7pm! Let us know you’re coming! Click here to RSVP for a starting time slot, 5:00, 5:30,
6:00 and 6:30. The event will end at 7pm. Getting an estimated head count greatly helps
our planning team!

We are still looking for table leads for each holiday/celebration and event
volunteers. Please sign up Here if you are interested in being a lead or other roles.
Contact Liz Hitzel at echitzel@gmail.com if have any questions. 

We are still looking for many items to donate or lend to light up our school. 

If you offered to donate glow sticks or would be willing to donate other needed items,
click to our Amazon wish list. Please drop them off to the school office.
We are collecting working strands of untangled lights to use for the festival. All
colors, shapes and styles would be greatly appreciated. If you are willing to donate,
please drop them by the school office or send with your child to school. 
We are also looking for kiddie pools to float some lanterns. Please let us know if we
can borrow yours.

We look forward to seeing you at Light up the Night!!

Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard 
 
The Staff Appreciation Annual Cookie Blizzard is on Thursday, Dec 16th. Homemade,
holiday-themed fresh baked cookies are encouraged. Brownies, bars, fudge, toffee, truffles
or special foreign pastries are also welcomed. NO CRACKERS PLEASE. If you don't want
to bake, fresh baked cookies purchased from stores are also acceptable. 

This event will require class room support from all grades. Each Class please bring in at
least three dozens (36) of cookies for the event. We also need 8 volunteers to help
setup the room at 10:00am-10:30am on December 16th. Please use the sign up link
below if you would like to volunteer or bring in cookies:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4AAEAC29AAFA7-cookie

Please print out the ingredients in your cookies and attach it to your cookie container for
the allergic staff members. You are welcome to use beautiful containers to display the
cookie. We will wash them and put them back in PTSA office after the event for you to pick
up. Please send the cookies to the staff room between 8:30 - 10:00am on December
16th. 

Any questions please contact Staff Appreciation Committee Jin
Chen jinchen2@gmail.com or Ying Liang (Heidi) heidi.liangying@gmail.com. Thank you
very much for your support!

First LEGO League Introduction Seminar by Tyee Robotics Club

Are you interested in Robotics? Do you know the FIRST LEGO League? Do you want to
see how you learn and have fun in the club? Tyee Middle School Robotics club invites you
to attend the seminar for details this coming Monday Dec 6th. Please use the following link
to register.
https://tinyurl.com/robotics-info-session

When: Dec 6th at 6:00-6:30 PM
Join the introduction semina via this Microsoft Teams Link

Math Kangaroo 2022
 
The Math Circle team will help host the 2022 Math Kangaroo Competition in-person at
Somerset Cafeteria from 6 PM to 7:30 PM on Thursday, March 17th, 2022. It will open to
all students from 1st Grade to 5th Grade. Spots are limited please register to save a
spot.

To register:
1. Go to: MATH KANGAROO REGISTRATION PAGE  
2. Log in with your login and password or create a user account if you do not have one.
3. Click on the tab By Invitation.
4. Copy and paste the following code in the field:
Invitation Code:  WABELLE0012001@2022MK
5. You are ready to register. Tutorial screenshots can be found here: Registration for
Private Center.
Please note that you will register and pay fees directly to Math Kangaroo. 

Important: After you receive the registration confirmation email from Math Kangaroo,
review the email to make sure all information is accurate. If something needs correction,
update the registration or email info@mathkangaroo.org.

Virtual Movie Night
 
Friday, Dec 10th  is another virtual movie night. We will be watching Dr. Seuss, How the
Grinch Stole Christmas (2000). Movie available all day. 

Please use this Watch Link and the following passphrase for watching your movie. 
Passphrase: A1F89AE685A34323919A2F4F5C684497

Learn More & FAQ

Please Do Not share the Watch Link or passphrase outside the school for the limit of the
license.

Studio East: Afterschool Drama Class
 
We are very excited to be able to bring drama back in the Winter and Spring. Studio East
has provided high-quality theater classes, workshops, and productions to local schools
since 1992. 

Registration for Winter and Spring class is now open. Only 3 seats left for the 3rd to
5th grade group. The registration for K-2 is full. You can add your students to
waiting list. Once we have more class available we will let you know.

When: Jan 20 - Jun 9th, 2022  every Thursday 4:00 - 5:15 pm for 18 weeks (No Class on
2/24, 4/7, and 4/14)
Where: Music and Art Room
Cost:    $350

K-2nd Grade Registration
3rd - 5th Grade Registration

Somerset Book Fair Recap
 
Thank you to all Somerset families enjoyed this year’s Book Fair! Mrs. Bravenec was
delighted to see so many families in the library, and appreciates the fundraising for our
school library. Lots of great books were bought. Happy Reading!!

We can not make our book fair a success without our volunteers.  Big shout thank you to
our fantastic librarian Mrs. Bravenec and our book fair volunteers: 

Heather Hsia, Li Xin, Yun Han, Garima Agarwal, Dong-Hui Pan, Queenie Gu, Leaf Ye,
Hermina Morentsov, Xiaomin Zhou, Michelle Wu, Natalie Singe, Ye Ji, Evan Shen, Terra Li,
Kelly Wong, Grace Yu, Christian Tonning-Choe, Eric Zhang, Luxi Ji, Jin Chen, Qin(Sophie)
Yang, Gavin Chen, Justin Zhang, Joanna Yang, Jessie Chien, Yim Cheng, Peggy Wang,
Beibei Yang, Olivia Ye, Irene Cai, Chuanya Liu, Mitra Hanjani, Fanbin Bu, Yunfei Chen,
Xing He, Cameron Singe, Catherine Qu, Sandrine Gupta, Seo Yeon Kim, Mari Bisson,
Jillianne Brakenridge, Fan Yang, Yuki Yang, Demi Wang, Lancia Guo, Lily Zhu, Xiaohong
Quan

December Birthday Fun Run
 
Our December Birthday Fun Run with Principals was held on Dec 3rd and it was so much
fun. Our dozens of birthday superstars was running with Principals. They exercised for
stronger body and mind. They are growing with laughter and health. Happy birthday to all
December superstars!!!

Thank you, our principals, GSA teachers, and PTSA volunteers(club chair Lu Zhang and
volunteers Jieyun Fan, Clara Barnett and Li Xin) for making this fun run happen.

SCHOOL NEWS

Hour of Code Week
 
Students at Somerset will have
opportunities to participate in the
worldwide event, Hour of Code, next week
experiencing a variety of coding activities.
Here is a link to activities you can do with
your child at home.
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn

Get Comfy Day
 
It’s time to welcome winter with another cozy spirit day! Friday, December 17th, is “Get
Comfy Day” at Somerset. Wear your favorite pair of PJ’s, put on your slippers, and grab a
cuddly blanket or stuffed animal.  Show your spirit and get comfy on the day before Winter
Break!  The classroom that has the greatest percentage of participants will win a prize and
be featured in the assembly announcements.

Somerset Holiday Gift Drive

It has been a tradition for Somerset Elementary PTSA to host a Holiday Gift Drive for our
families in need.  We want to help families at our school to fulfill their children’s wishes for
the holidays. This year we would like anyone who chooses to support a child or a
family to purchase a gift card for $25 from Amazon or Target by Dec 10th. We hope to
give guardians a $25 gift card for each of their children. Please consider helping by
purchasing one or more gift cards and delivering them to Somerset office on or before
Dec10th. 

If you would like to support a child or a family in another way, or if you have any questions,
comments, or concerns please email Shannon Gregory at gregorys@bsd405.org

COVID-19 Diagnostic and Pool Testing at Somerset
 
COVID-19 screening and diagnostic testing is currently offered at all Bellevue School
District schools. This process has been developed in collaboration with the District’s multi-
disciplinary health and safety team. At Somerset: 

Diagnostic testing began on Nov 2nd and is offered daily for students with
symptoms.
Pooled surveillance testing occurs every Wednesday morning.

Testing may only occur with permission and consent. You can provide us with
information on your desire to opt-in or opt-out of the COVID-19 testing using this link
to complete the consent form. Any student that does not have consent will not be
tested.

BSD  NEWS

Open Transfer and Choice School Application 

Open Transfer Applications for the 2022-23 school year will be accepted beginning
next Monday December 6, 2021. The application period will close Friday, Jan. 7, 2022 at
4:30 p.m. Visit our Open Transfer page for more information.

Choice School Entry Level Lottery Applications for incoming K (current P-4) and
incoming 6th grade (current 5th grade) students for the 2022-23 school year will be
accepted beginning Monday December 6, 2021. The application period will close Friday
January 7, 2022 at 4:30 pm. Visit our Apply to Choice Schools and Programs page for
more information.

Read this message in:

中⽂

Español

COMMUNITY  NEWS

Holiday Magic at The Fair
 
The Washington State Fair is excited to bring back Holiday Magic, this year as a festive
walk-through holiday experience. This event began in 2020 as a drive-through, as a safe
and innovative way to bring cheer. This year’s event is bigger, better and brighter! More
light displays, interactive exhibits, ice skating rink, festive food and drink, Night Market, live
nativity animals and more! 

When: Fri, Dec 10, 2021 — Fri, Dec 31, 2021
Buy Tickets Online

Christmas in Color Drive-Thru Light Display
 
Drive through millions of lights perfectly synchronized to holiday music you’ll hear right
through your radio. Drive by giant candy canes, snowmen, arched pathways and more.
Take your time enjoying this lighting extravaganza - we won’t judge you if you join the kids
with your face pressed against the window!

WED, DECEMBER 1, 2021 —FRI, DECEMBER 31, 2021
Reserve Your Tickets

Holiday Fun at Seattle Center
 
The Nutcracker Presented by Pacific Northwest Baller
Winterfest Train & Village Display
‘Hockey: Faster Than Ever’  opens at Seattle’s Pacific Science Center
"Awesome" Lego exhibition at Fisher Pavilion.

National PTA & WSPTA NEWS

Focus on WSPTA Advocacy
 
Washington State PTA's Top 5 Legislative Priorities + 3 Supported Issues for 2020-
2022 are as follows:

Increase Access to Nursing, Mental Health and Social Emotional Learning Staff
Support Students and Preserve Education Funding
Increasing Educational Equity by Closing the Digital Divide
Supports Funding for Students with Disabilities and Their Families
Prevent and Reduce Gun Violence and Suicide

Supported Issues include:

Equitable Identification and Services for Highly Capable Students
Mitigating the Adverse Impacts of Climate Change
Safe School Plans and Emergency Preparedness

Directory / Links
 
Executive Committee
President: Yuki Yang & Xing He
Secretary: Yim Cheng
VP Programs: Kelly Mao & Jin Chen
Ways&Means: Lancia Guo & Catherine
Qu
VP Communications: Demi Wang & Peggy
Wang
Treasurer: Xiaohong Quan & Lily Zhu

Somerset PTSA Email:
Somersetptsa@gmail.com
Bellevue PTSA Council
Washington State PTA
National PTA
Somerset PTSA BOD Meeting Minutes
 

  
Shop at Amazon log in HERE and select
‘Somerset Elementary PTSA’ and Amazon
Smile donates to Somerset PTSA. Or
click https://smile.amazon.com for your
purchase. 
Or install the Amazon app onto your
phone. In the main menu of app(=), find
'Settings'. tap on 'Amazon Smile' and
follow the instructions to turn on Amazon
Smile
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the purchase price from your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our
PTSA. Thank you very much for
supporting our school and PTSA.  
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